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preacher Savonarola, who delivered some of his most im-
pressive sermons from the carved black marble pulpit which
stands in the north aisle 0496). Four years after the return
of the Medici comes the funeral of Giuliano (Due de
Nemours), the first of the family to be buried in the New
Sacristy, then just added to the church (1516). And this is
followed three years later by the pompous funeral of his
nephew, Lorenzo (Duke of Urbino). Then after Florence's
struggle for liberty is over, and Alessandro has been installed
as Duke, we have another imposing scene in San Lorenzo.
It is the marriage of Alessandro to Margaret, daughter of
Charles V, the last step in a scheme which had subjected the
city to a tyrant's rule, and the crowd which looks on is a
sullen and dispirited one (1536), Six months later we have
again a burial in San Lorenzo, but it is a very different one
from any which have preceded. In the dead of night, with as
few lights as possible, in silence and secrecy, the murder being
still unknown to the city, is hurriedly borne into San Lorenzo
by a few hired servants the body of the detested Alessandro
The lid of the sarcophagus of Lorenzo (Duke of Urbino) in
the New Sacristy is forced open, the body unceremoniously
placed therein, the sarcophagus again closed, and the small
band of servants depart as secretly as they have come (1537).
This is followed two years afterwards by the marriage of
Duke Cosimo to Eleonora di Toledo, in the presence of her
father, the Viceroy of Naples, and a numerous retinue of
Spanish nobles. Twenty-three years later San Lorenzo wit-
nessed those two sad funerals when Cosimo buried within one
month his wife Eleonora and his two sons, Giovanni and
Garzia (1562). And then, after the Medici had become Grand
Dukes, San Lorenzo saw a long succession of splendid mar-
riages and pathetic funerals, beginning with the marriage of
Cosimo's son Francis to the Archduchess Joanna, the sister
of an Emperor, and ending with the funeral of Anna Maria
Ludovica, when San Lorenzo witnessed for the last time the
burial of one of the house of Medici.